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No 6:  July 2010

Dear Friends

At last we can begin counting the days until we all finally meet and we can’t wait to welcome you all to Arden 2010!  You are going to have an amazing time and will go home with many new friends.  By now you should all be in contact with your host camp leaders.  Our Guides are looking forward to having you on their group camp, and to getting to know you during the course of the week.

Thank you very much for your prompt response to my plea in the May newsletter for the answers to so many questions.  We are still waiting for a few outstanding forms, including the Water Activity forms, and also some of your arrival times.  We really want to make sure we are able to meet you and we don’t want to keep you waiting.  If you have already given us this information, we have it firmly in our schedule, but if not, please tell us now.  If it would help you to have my mobile phone number in case of delay, please let me know and I will send it to you separately.

Health forms:  You will all have received the health form and we have asked you to bring 3 copies to camp for each person.  If there is anything we need to know in advance eg health, diet or religious needs, please let either Joan or your camp leader know so that we are prepared.

Finance:  Nikki Tucker will be available in the office during the mornings for those with financial adjustments to make.  There will be no facilities at camp for currency exchange or for cashing travellers cheques so please bring enough pounds sterling for your needs during the week.

Kit list:  There is a recommended kit list on the website www.arden.org.uk on the international page.

Bedding:  Several people have asked questions about bedding.  We would like everyone to bring their own sleeping bag please, unless you have been specifically told by your camp leader that they will be provided.  We are aware that our climate is much colder than some of you are used to at home, so we will have plenty of extra blankets to make you more comfortable at night.  We suggest you plan to wear some warm clothes in bed, such as a sweater and even a woolly hat, rather than normal night wear if you are not used to our English climate.

Plate bags:  You will have noticed that the kit list includes the request for you to bring your eating utensils and dishes.  

If you are on the Senior Section camp please bring them.  

If you are on Central Camp they won’t be needed as you will take your meals in the house and all will be provided.  

If you are on one of the Guide Sub Camps – Theatre & Drama, Exploration & Adventure or Sport, your hosts will supply your needs and you need not bring plates or cutlery etc.  

First meal on 1st August:  If you are on a Guide or Senior Section camp, your evening meal will be the first meal provided unless you have been specifically told by your camp hosts that they will provide light refreshments at lunch time.  For everybody else, please either eat before you arrive or bring sandwiches etc for your own group.  This is because we have a limited time to set up camp and prepare for the arrivals.  If you are on Central Camp and have ordered lunch, it will be provided.

For leaders on our organising team, your first meal will be a barbecue on Saturday evening, cost £5.  I think most have booked this, but if you haven’t yet done so please let Joan know if you want it.  You can pay at camp.

Luggage store:  On your arrival, any items of luggage not needed during camp week may be safely stored for you.  There will be no access to this during the week.

Security:

· Personal valuables:  We ask you not to bring items of value to camp.  Passports, travel tickets and currency may be stored for the week if required.  We have the use of a safe on site.  Please bring a large envelope or zip-lock bag large enough for your whole group.

· Visitors:  I know that many of you have friends in England, but it will not be possible to allow any visitors on site due to our security measures, so please make sure they know this to avoid the disappointment of being turned away.

Display banners:  We are looking forward to seeing this collage representing your national culture, flag, places of interest, or whatever else you want to show us about your own country.  Please bring it to the International Centre marquee at 

4 pm on 1st August for us to display for all campers to see during the week.  We are making a Warwickshire banner to show you what our county has to offer too!  Our visitors from other parts of the UK have also been asked to bring them.

Flags:  All the national flags will be raised by their own representatives at the opening ceremony on the evening of 1st August.  You will be told the time for a rehearsal when you bring your banner to the international marquee at 4 pm.  Each day afterwards there will be flag ceremonies at 09.00 and 19.15.  Please  make sure that one person from your country is there promptly to take part in this.  If your country is represented by a very few people, and you would like us to do this for you, please let Joan know so that we can book some helpers.  If there is more than one group representing your country, please arrange between yourselves who will be responsible for this (Ghana, Malta, Mexico, USA). 

International evening:  Vicki James would like to see a representative from each group at 8 pm on Monday 2nd August to explain the arrangements for the international evening.  If language is a problem, two or three may prefer to go.

A message from the Craft team:

Plans for the craft marquee are progressing well and we are looking forward to 


seeing everyone at Arden 2010.


There is a wide range of crafts available, with each participant undertaking at 


least two different crafts, from leather stamping, quilling, decorated candles and


the famous fimo Arden bears.


Whether you are new to crafts or more skilled, there should be something for 


everyone.


See you soon




Mally, Suzanne and the Craft Team

Reminders:
Sleeping bag

Warm night clothes

Sun hat and sun screen

Wet and cold weather clothing

Completed and signed health forms (3 per person)

Excitement is mounting in Warwickshire as we make our final preparations and we can’t wait to meet you all.  Goodbye for now and good luck with your journeys. 

We’re counting the days!

Yours in Guide and Girl Scout friendship

Joan and the International Visitor team
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